
S e r v i n g  C h r i s t  &  C o m m u n i t y !   S e r v i n g  y o u !  

St John’s 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

First Sunday of Advent 

November 29/30, 2025 
 

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church      www.stjohnslena.org      Lena, Illinois 

http://www.stjohnslena.org/


 - Page 2 - 

Divine Service   •  November 29/30, 2025 

 
As We Gather 

Advent Arrives!  That’s what Micah 1 is all about!  The Word of the LORD arrives!  The 

Warrior of the LORD arrives!  The new world of the LORD arrives!  In this new world there 

will be no more good-byes.  The peace of the Messiah heals us from all that would seek 

to harm and separate us from God’s love, but in Christ all new things have begun, and 

the best is yet ahead!   

 

Chimes and Prelude 

 

Please Stand 

 

Opening Hymn                   “The Advent of Our King”                    LSB 331 (sts 1-4) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, alt.  Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–76 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation and Call to Worship        

 

           P    In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

           C    Amen. 

 

           P    It shall come to pass, in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the 

                   LORD will be established as the highest of the mountains. 

           C   Then many nations will say— 
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          P    “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of 

                   Jacob.” 

          C    “That he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” 

 

         P    They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning 

                   Hooks 

         C    Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 

                   war anymore. 

 

         P    God’s fierce judgment— 

           

           ALL: Gives way to final grace! 

           

 

Confession and Absolution 

 

          P    The Lord God, merciful Father, pour out your Holy Spirit and deliver us  

      from all evil. Open our eyes so we see our sin and selfishness. Inspire our  

      repentance so we return to you. 

 

         ALL: Amen. 

 

         P     Returning to our gracious Lord, let us confess our sins. 

          

         P     Merciful Father, 

 

          ALL:  We confess that we do not live according to your Word and instead, we  

                   follow gossip and slander, pride and pretense. We have become smug 

                   and self-righteous. Bring us out of our sin and clothe us with the  

                   garments of salvation, won for us through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

           P    Our God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 

                   love! Out of that love he sent Jesus to shed his blood for us. By faith we 

                   stand forgiven, restored and empowered to live new lives. Therefore, we 

                   proclaim to each other— 

 

           ALL:  Christ redeems you and restores you. Christ loves you and forgives you! 
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           P    God’s fierce judgment— 

 

           ALL : Gives way to final grace! 

 

 

Hymn                                 “The Advent of Our King”                          LSB 331 (sts 5-6) 

 

Verse 5  

Before the dawning day 

Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away, 

            The new self now put on. 

 

Verse 6  

All glory to the Son, 

Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one 

Through all eternity

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, alt.  Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–76 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Please Be Seated 

 

 

 Old Testament Reading                                      Micah 1:1-4 
             

             1 The word of the Lord that came to Micah of Moresheth during the reigns of 

Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah—the vision he saw concerning 

Samaria and Jerusalem. 
            2 Hear, you peoples, all of you, 

listen, earth and all who live in it, 

that the Sovereign Lord may bear witness against you, 

the Lord from his holy temple. 
            3 Look! The Lord is coming from his dwelling place; 

he comes down and treads on the heights of the earth. 
4 The mountains melt beneath him 

and the valleys split apart, 

like wax before the fire, 

like water rushing down a slope. 

 

          P   This is the Word of the Lord. 

          C   Thanks be to God 
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Epistle                                          Romans 13:11-14 

                             11 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already 

                   come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer 

                   now than when we first believed. 12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost 

                   here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of 

                   light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and 

                   drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and  

                   jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not  

                   think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.  

 

           P   This is the Word of the Lord 

           C   Thanks be to God 

 

Please Rise 

           P   The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth chapter. 

           C   Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

 

Holy Gospel                                                                         Mark 13:26-37 
 

       26 “At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great 

power and glory. 27 And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the 

four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens. 
           28 “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender 

and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 29 Even so, when you 

see these things happening, you know that it is near, right at the 

door. 30 Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all 

these things have happened. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 

words will never pass away. 
           32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, 

nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know 

when that time will come. 34 It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house 

and puts his servants in charge, each with their assigned task, and tells the 

one at the door to keep watch. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Timothy%202&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Timothy%202&version=NIV
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           35 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the 

house will come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the 

rooster crows, or at dawn. 36 If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you 

sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’” 

 

      P   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

      C   Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

           

          C   I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth. 

          And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

        born of the virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died and was buried. 

        He descended into hell. 

        The third day He rose again from the dead. 

        He ascended into heaven 

        and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

        From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

             the communion of saints, 

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body, 

        and the life T everlasting. Amen.      

 

Please Be Seated    
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Sermon Hymn                       “Hark the Glad Sound”                  LSB 349 (sts 1-3)      

 
                   Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51  Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820  Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon                   “The Advent of Our God”                       (Micah 1:1–5) 

 

NOTES:  

1) The W _ _ _ of the LORD Arrives. 

2) The W _ _ _ _ _ _ of the LORD Arrives. 

3) The New W _ _ _ _ of the LORD Arrives. 

 

Responsive Hymn                 “Hark the Glad Sound”                      LSB 349 (st 4)     
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Prayers of the Church 

       

       P   We see our mighty God arriving in the most unlikely places—a child in a stable, 

             a Man upon a cross, the Risen One bursting forth from an empty tomb. May  

               God hear our prayers, because of Christ Jesus. 

        

      P   Creator God, stretch out your hand in healing and protection over all that you 

             have made. Lord, in your mercy, 

      C   Hear our prayer. 

       

       P   Just God, grant your Spirit to the nations and send your light to the dark places  

              of the world. Lord, in your mercy, 

       C   Hear our prayer. 

        

       P   Suffering God, inspire all people by Christ’s cross and bring forth resurrection 

              and life. Lord, in your mercy, 

       C   Hear our prayer. 

 

       P   Saving God, sustain all who suffer and release those imprisoned by pain or  

              disease. Lord, in your mercy, 

       C   Hear our prayer. 

 

       P   Renewing God, take us and empower us to live according to your will, making 

              us shine with the love of Jesus. Lord, in your mercy, 

       C   Hear our prayer. 

  

       P   Arriving God, keep us steadfastly trusting your Word, just as you kept your  

              powerful prophet Micah. Lord, in your mercy, 

       C   Hear our prayer. 

 

       P   Give us ears to hear, O God, and eyes to watch, that we may know your  

              presence in our midst during this holy season of joy as we anticipate the arrival  

              of Jesus Christ. 

      ALL:  Amen. 
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 Lord’s Prayer                                                                      LSB 179 

  

      P   Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:        

      C   Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

   Thy kingdom come, 

   Thy will be done on earth 

     as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

                   For Thine is the Kingdom 

                   and the power and the glory 

                   forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Closing Hymn                         “Christmas Amazing Grace”             

 

Verse 1 

This holy child is born to us 

For all the world to see 

Peace on the earth good will to 

 men 

To God all glory be 

 

Verse 2 

This couple traveled from afar 

Arrived in Bethlehem 

And in the inn they saw to stay 

There was no room for them 

 

Verse 3 

They found a stable filled with hay 

A manger for a bed 

God's Son was born this winter night 

Just as the angels said 

 

 

Verse 4 

The shepherds left to see this boy 

They wandered through the night 

The angels led the way to him 

A Savior wrapped in light 
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Verse 5 

A star shone bright up in the east 

The wise men following 

They brought Him gifts of gold 

and myrrh 

To honor Christ the King 

 

Verse 6 

Jesus grew into a man 

He died for you and me 

But in three days He rose again 

And with us He'll ever be 

 
CCLI Song # 7141044 Caleb Grimm | Edwin Othello Excell | Rob Hawkins | William W. Walker 

© Wade Music; Remaining portion is unaffiliated For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use 

 

Benediction                  

 

P    No god is like our God! 

C    The Father, Son and Holy Spirit! 

 

P    Pardoning iniquity and passing over transgression 

C    He does not stay angry forever— 

 

P    Because he delights in steadfast love. 

C    He casts our sin into the depths of the sea. 

 

P    God’s fierce judgment— 

ALL: Gives way to final grace! 

 

Silent Prayer: Holy Spirit, as the season of waiting for Christ begins, grant us hope, 

peace, joy, and guidance to walk in Jesus’ love.  Amen. 
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Announcements 

Postlude 
All hymns unless otherwise noted are Public Domain. 

Liturgical images: A Complete Guide to Christian Symbols; © 2024 Edward Riojas, licensed through Concordia 
Publishing House. Used with permission. 
LSB Icons © 2004, licensed through Concordia Publishing House. Used with permission. 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. 
Bulletin Cover: Public Domain 
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SERVING THE LORD THIS WEEK – November 29/30 

  Saturday – 5:30 pm Sunday – 8:00 am Sunday – 10:30 am 

ELDERS Larry Maaske Dave Thompson Brett Richardson 

GREETERS Gary/ Kathy Erickson Derek/ Carlee 
Tessendorf  

Ryan/ Sue Amendt 

USHERS Jon Werkheiser Eric Bader Brian Baumgartner 

ACOLYTES Usher Ella Korte Kenzie Hahne 

AUDIO/VIDEO Judy Zier/ Dave Zier Barb Harbach/ Kory 
Gerbick 

Hudson Winter/ 
Steve Levan 

ALTAR GUILD Marquita Bannon/ 
Kathy Heinkel 

Marquita Bannon/ 
Kathy Heinkel 

Marquita Bannon/ 
Kathy Heinkel 

 
 

SERVING THE LORD NEXT WEEK – December 6/7 

  Saturday – 5:30 pm Sunday – 8:00 am Sunday – 10:30 am 

ELDERS Donny Fox/ Don 
Bamberg 

Mike Rothschadl/ 
Kory Gerbick/ 
Mark Mau 

Tim Hamilton/ 
Kevin Keltner/ 
Steve Lotz 
 

GREETERS Tom/ Marquita 
Bannon 
 

Denny Potter Rob/ Laura Cobine 

USHERS Fritz Werhane Heath Harbach Brandon Falk 

ACOLYTES Usher Everly Keeffer/ 
Ben Gerbick 

Max Winter/ 
Blaine Drake 

AUDIO/VIDEO Judy Zier/ Dave Zier Jeff Jones/ Gary 
Erickson 

Ron Conway/ 
Steve Levan 

ALTAR GUILD Ellen Conway/ Nancy 
Jogerst 

Ellen Conway/ 
Nancy Jogerst 

Ellen Conway/ 
Nancy Jogerst 

 


