
  

                       November 29/30, 2025 
LIVING IN THE LIGHT THIS WEEK AT ST.JOHN’S  

He will make your righteous reward shine like the dawn, your vindication 

like the noonday sun.    Psalm 37:6 

 
SATURDAY (29)           5:30 PM Worship  
           
SUNDAY (30)                   8:00 AM Worship 
                                            10:30 AM Celebration Worship 
                                            9:15 AM Adult Bible Class 
              9:15 AM Blast/ Jr- Sr High 
              9:15 AM Women in the Word                                   
 
MONDAY (1)           
 
TUESDAY (2)                     11:00 AM Church Staff Meeting 
                                            7:00 PM Elders Meeting 
                
WEDNESDAY (3)               Shut In 6 Sid 3 Michelle 
          9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study 
                 12:30 PM Blood Pressure Check 
                                            1:00 PM Card Party 
                                            6:00 PM Christmas Program Practice 
                                             
THURSDAY (4)                 6:30 PM Bell Choir 
          7:30 PM Canticle Choir  
                                                
FRIDAY (5)                         6:30 AM Men’s Bible study breakfast 
                                             
SATURDAY (6)            5:30 PM Worship with Holy Communion 
                                            Duchow Family use of the Fellowship Hall  
 
SUNDAY (7)                       8:00 & 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion  
                                            8:00 & 10:30 AM Canticle Choir 
                                            9:15 AM Adult Bible Class 
         9:15 AM Blast/ Jr- Sr High 
                                            9:15 AM Women in the Word 
                                             
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK: SAT: 43   SUN 8AM: 98  10:30AM: 59 = 200 
 

  
 



  

CHRISTIAN ONE-LINER  Courage is not simply one of the virtues, but the form of every 

virtue at the testing point.”- C.S. Lewis 

  

Living Stewardship      
 “Our Financial Response”- When you think about your church commitment, do 

you think in terms of how much the church budget is- or whether the church 

spends it wisely- or how much can I afford to give? Or do you think in terms of 

how many blessings the Lord has showered on your life and the privilege of 

saying “thank you” through your financial response to the church’s work? 

 

 

MAKE-A-SMILE CARDS FOR LENA LIVING CENTER – We would like to have December 

Cards, using a Christmas theme, donated next. If you are creative and are a card maker, 

please be a part of this wonderful venture and please include a sentiment or Bible verse 

inside the card. A basket will be placed on the table, outside the office, for 

your beautiful creations and we will get the cards to Good Shepherd Church 

who in turn will get them to the Activity Director at the Living Center around 

the 10th of each month. Thank you in advance for your willingness a being 

part of this venture. For questions, please contact the church office. 

For all Week Day School and Blast families: 

Christmas Program practice will begin Wednesday evening, December 

3rd from 6-7:30p. All First through Eighth grade students are welcome to 

participate. Pre-K and K will practice their parts during Sunday School on 

Sunday mornings. Miss Lisa will be teaching the program songs to the 

children on Sunday mornings during BLAST. If you have any questions, 

please contact Dave. 

 

WANTED: We are trying something NEW here at St. John’s: A CHRISTIAN BOOK SWAP! Are 

you looking for inspiring Christian books that encourage your faith and enrich your life? Do 

you have any gently used Christian books/devotionals that you would be willing to swap for 

new-to-you treasures? ALL AGES—Kid, teen, and adult are welcome! Please consider donating 

to and swapping from the table in the main lobby! You may donate, take, and return books at 

anytime starting December-January! 

 

Thank you from Helen Mueller 

Thank you so much for the beautiful quilt that I won during the Beef and noodle Bazaar. It is 

so beautiful. And a special thank you to Mary Tessendorf who donated the quilt. 



  

Change for Life Goal 2025 

As of today, 11/25/2025, we have $60,979.57 and our budgeted goal for 2025 is 

$67,000.00.  Thank you for collecting funds all year long and challenging your 

congregation to continue to help reach our goals. 

 

WANTED: 

As you begin wrapping presents, please SAVE your EMPTY wrapping paper rolls! We could 

use them for VBS! There will be a collection bin in the Church narthex! 

 

Flower Chart 2026 

The new flower chart for 2026 is now on the board in the Narthex. 

Sign up for the weekend of your choice. If someone has signed up for 

a weekend that you would also like to sign up, more than one person 

can sign up for the same weekend. November and December for 2025 

list is also posted next to the 2026 chart. If you have any questions 

please reach out to Arlene Holmes at 815-275-4951. 

 

Women’s Society Christmas Party 

All the women of the congregation are invited to the Women’s Society Christmas Party on 

Thursday, December 11 at 12:30 at The Lena Mercantile/Eatery. Please bring $3.00 in 

quarters for a game. That money will then be given to LWML mites. There is a sign up 

sheet on the office window so that we can plan. See you there. 

 
 
 
                                                    SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OPPORTUNITIES FOR WORSHIP 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21st 10:30 AM—FAMILY 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24TH, CHRISTMAS EVE 

CANDLELIGHT WORSHIP— 3:30 PM & 5:30 PM 

 

                                THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25TH, CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP  

                               W/HOLY COMMUNION—9:00 AM 

 

                          WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31ST, NEW YEAR’S EVE WORSHIP  

W/ HOLY COMMUNION—5:30 PM! 



  

Poinsettias certainly add color to our sanctuary during the 

Advent/Christmas season, and they truly enhance our worship and help us 

to praise God for the gift of His Son. Our family here at St. John’s has been 

so good about sharing the gift of a poinsettia for that very purpose to 

celebrate our Lord’s birth and to glorify Him in worship. 

 

If you wish to share a poinsettia--for your convenience, you may order from DeVoe Floral 

for a delivery by calling  815.369.5549.  You may also bring your own poinsettia. Please be 

sure to leave your name on your plant to help us with the count and if you wish to have it 

back after the Christmas season.  

 

You are invited to give your poinsettia in memory of a loved one or in thankfulness for 

God’s gift of Jesus to us. On the Sunday before Christmas Eve, we will publish a 

supplement to our worship folder listing all those who have shared a poinsettia and for 

whom it is in memory of. 

 

If you wish to share a poinsettia, please write your name and the name of person(s) for 

whom the plant or thank offering is in memory of on a piece of paper and place it in the 

secretary’s mailbox by Sunday, December 14th.  

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES SIGNUP 

Can you believe we are only a month away from Christmas? We will be 

celebrating our Lord and Savior’s birth with two services on Christmas Eve 

at 3:30 and 5:30pm and 9:00am on Christmas Day. Help is needed! We are 

looking for people to help out at each service for Greeting, Ushering, 

Video, Sound, and Acolytes. If you are able to help, in any way, we have 

placed signup sheets on the office window for your use. 

 

 

 

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS 

Advent Devotional material is available in the Narthex on the table. Adult devotional 

booklets are on the left, and Children’s booklets entitled “Preparing for Jesus” are on the 

right. Advent calendars for Nursery through 5 grade are available from BLAST teachers in 

the classrooms. 

 



  

Current needs for the Stephenson County VA Pantry: 

The following items are very low for the VA Pantry: Body Wash- Men and Women, 

Shampoo and Conditioner, Shaving Cream, Deodorant, and Laundry Soap. Donations can

be brought to the Lena American Legion Home on Saturdays from 10:00 to 11:00 at 316 

W. Main St., Lena.  Donations are greatly appreciated.  This list is immediate needs; 

however other items will always be accepted. Questions call Deb Holmes at 815-233-5284 

 

 

REMEMBERING OUR COLLEGE STUDENTS 

REMEMBERING OUR COLLEGE STUDENTS Our college students are well into their new 

year. We sent our first care package. Thank you for all the super donations 

that helped us do that. The goal is to send encouraging notes and care 

packages on a regular basis. There is a collection container in the Narthex 

for you to place your love donations. If you would be so kind, the next 

time you are out shopping, please add a little something extra to share 

with our college students. This will be an ongoing project for the school 

year so all seasonal items will be appreciated. Remember it should be easy 

to ship. Below is a list of suggestions: Goldfish, Life Savers, Reeses, 

Cheetos, Gum, Pringles, Mentos, M&M’s, Peanuts, Gift Cards— 

McDonald’s, Starbuck’s, Subway and the likes Candy Cookies Beef Sticks, 

Packets that just need water added like “to-go” drinks, mac & cheese, Ramen noodles, 

Cheese and cracker packets, Individual packets of just about anything!! If you have any 

questions, please talk to Brenda Offermann or Fawn Nolan. Thank you in advance! 

 

 

You Are Invited!! 

On December 13th at 3:00pm you are invited for the installation service for Pastor Michael 

Gudgel. This will be taking place at the St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church, 1415 Tenth Ave, 

Rochelle, IL. A celebration dinner in honor of Pastor Gudgel, his wife Karen, and their 

children will be held after the service. 

 

LENA FOOD PANTRY 

We are still looking for individuals from St John’s to volunteer their time on a rotational 

basis the FIRST Saturday of the month from 8:20 to 11:30 am. We have had a few people 

step forward to fill this need and we are so thankful. The more we have, the less anyone 

has to commit. Right now, it’s looking like a volunteer would serve 3 or 4 Saturdays in a 

year’s time on whatever schedule works for you. We are still taking volunteers so call the 

church office if you’d like to be on the rotation.       



  

THE FRIENDSHIP CENTER is in need for 1 or 2 RN’s to work a day or 2 per week. Are you 

a retired RN maybe looking for a little something to fill your time? Or maybe you’re an 

active part time RN who would like a little something extra to supplement your income. 

Fulfilling your calling as a nurse at the Friendship Center while also making new friends 

and working in the ministry there is a very rewarding experience for all of our staff. AND, 

WE NEED YOU! If this position sounds like something that “fits” for you, or if you know 

someone that comes to mind that needs to hear about this opportunity, please tell them! 

Please call Denise Seuring at 815-238-3938, Jenny Ils at 815-275-2476 or Michelle at 815-

369-4035 (St. John’s church office) or 815-275-0397 to schedule a visit and check out the 

Friendship Center.             
 

 

Snowpants, Shoes, Boots, Hats, Gloves, Socks, Mittens- Drive… 

Items can be new OR gently used. We will be collecting items November   

through the winter months for the Le-Win Elementary School. Items can be 

placed in a box by the office, or they can be taken directly to the 

elementary school.  

 

 

 

How Do you fix a broken pumpkin pie? 

                                                                           With a pumpkin patch! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


