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“But you, Bethlehem … though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you 
will come for me … one who will be ruler over Israel … for then His greatness will 
reach to the ends of the earth” (Micah 5:2-4). 

I could use some greatness in my life, how about you?  November 29/30 marks the first week of 
Advent.  From that point, anticipation builds as we look forward to not only the celebration of our 
Savior’s birth, but His second and final Advent.  Anticipation usually involves a mixture of anxiety 
and excitement which is exactly what our theme this season will reflect.  Focusing on the Word 
of the Lord, through the Prophet Micah, our Advent and Christmas series is titled “Fierce 
Judgement: Final Grace.”  The goal?  That we, just like the prophet, will marvel at God’s 
uniqueness and extravagant mercy in Jesus. 

Now, here is an interesting fact; Micah’s name means, who is like Yahweh—the LORD?  This forms 
a bookend with the confession at the end of his book, who is a God like you? (Micah 7:18).  By 
affirming God’s uniqueness, Micah produced some of the most well-known texts within Israel’s 
prophetic writings—Zion’s elevation as the highest of all mountains (Micah 4:1–5), Bethlehem’s 
role in the Messiah’s birth (Micah 5:2), and the divine plan for all people to exhibit justice, 
kindness, and humility (Micah 6:8).  I know you will encounter the greatness of God and be 
blessed each week in our series. 

Then, beginning the first week after Christmas, the greatness of God 
will continue to flow as we set you up to flourish in the Lord.  From the 
book of Daniel, we launch an 8-week series titled, “THRIVE No Matter 
What!”  You will learn from God’s Word that He is with you.  You will gain 
greater trust in God and, regardless of what hits you in the new year, you 
will be equipped to thrive in Christ. 

To set the stage, here is some background information. In early 604 B.C., King Nebuchadnezzar 
returned from Jerusalem to Babylon with a number of Judean captives, including Daniel.  These 
prisoners were the first wave of what came to be known as the Babylonian Captivity.  In 587 B.C., 
Jerusalem would fall, and many Judeans would join Daniel in captivity.  This was a new era for the 
people of Judah.  For the first time since they had entered the land of Canaan in 1406 B.C., many 



of them were living outside the land promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  This led them to 
question their relationship with God.  Would His promises still hold or were they now abrogated?  
Would God continue to defend them?  Could they rely on Him, or had He rejected them forever?  
Daniel’s experiences and prophecies address these issues.  Moreover, they point to God’s great 
love that endures even when His people experience turmoil that seems beyond their control. 

Daniel’s response?  Because of God’s faithfulness you can thrive no matter what hits you! 

When stuff hits us—stuff like joyless days, hopeless situations, unanswered prayers—we have a 
choice to make.  Will we choose to roll over and die, or will we choose to thrive?  In this eight-
week series, we will learn to thrive, just like Daniel, no matter what hits us!  Sermons will cover 
everything from Daniel’s capture and exile to Babylon as a teenager, to his unforgettable night in 
the lion’s den, to one of his prayers that literally changed the course of world history!  

Here's the lineup for all our sermons this Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany:  
(All services remain as normally scheduled unless otherwise noted, including Saturday 5:30 
p.m.) 

Advent 1 | The Advent of Our God (Micah 1:1–5) | Nov. 29/Nov. 30 

Advent 2 | Forever! (Micah 4:1–5) | Dec. 6/7 

Advent 3 | Glory to God in the Lowest (Micah 6:1–8) | Dec. 13/14 

Advent 4 | Hope (Micah 7:18–20) | Dec. 20/21 

Children’s Christmas Program | Every Heart Prepare | Dec. 21 at 10:30 a.m. ONLY 

Christmas Eve | O Little Town of Bethlehem (Micah 5:2–4) | Dec. 24 at 3:30 and 5:30 
p.m. 

Christmas Day | Don’t Miss It! (Psalm 24) | Dec. 25 at 9:00 a.m. 

1st Sunday after Christmas | Christmas Hope – No Matter What! (Daniel 1:1-7) | Dec. 
27/28 

New Year’s Eve | A Voice of Power and Peace (Psalm 29) | Dec. 31 at 5: 30 p.m. 

2nd Sunday after Christmas | When We’re Pressured to Conform (Daniel 1:8–21) | Dec. 
27/28 

Epiphany 1 | When We’re Asked to Do the Impossible (Daniel 2:1–19) | Jan. 18/19 

Epiphany 2 | When the Heat is On (Daniel 3:13–25) | Jan. 25/26 

Epiphany 3 | When God Tests us with Success (Daniel 4:28–35) | Feb. 1/2 



Epiphany 4 | When the Handwriting is on the Wall (Daniel 5:1–28) | Feb. 8/9 

Epiphany 5 | When We’re Thrown to the Lions (Daniel 6:1–22) | Feb. 15/16 

Epiphany 6 | When We Don’t Know How to Pray (Daniel 9:1–19) | Feb. 22/23 

Please join us for Advent, Christmas, New Year’s, and Epiphany!  I can’t wait to see you and 
celebrate all the treasures we share in Christ through this wonderful ministry called St. John’s!  
Together, as this year ends and 2026 begins, let us thrive in the Lord as we share in Jesus’ grace, 
every day, and all year round! 

Merry Christmas! 

 

Pastor Shaw 

 

CRADLE ROLL NOTES 

The following members are celebrating birthdays this month: 

   Barrett Rothschadl 12-15-23 
                         Maren Werhane 12-15-24 

   Vivian Werhane 12-30-23 
       
We wish them all God’s richest blessings! We also wish all our members a 

blessed Christmas and a Christ-filled New Year! 

 

MAKE-A-SMILE CARDS FOR LENA LIVING CENTER – We are 

hoping to have December Cards, using a Advent/Christmas 

theme, and January Cards using a Winter theme donated next. 

If you are creative and are a card maker, please be a part of this 

wonderful venture and please include a sentiment or Bible verse 

inside the card. A basket will be placed on the table, outside the 

office, for your beautiful creations and we will get the cards to Good 

Shepherd Church who in turn will get them to the Activity Director at the Living Center 

around the 10th of each month. Thank you in advance for your willingness to be part 

of this venture. For questions, please contact the church office. 

 



SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

WORSHIP 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21st 10:30 AM—FAMILY 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24TH, CHRISTMAS EVE 

CANDLELIGHT WORSHIP— 

3:30 PM & 5:30 PM 

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25TH, CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP W/HOLY 

COMMUNION—9:00 AM 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31ST, NEW YEAR’S EVE WORSHIP W/HOLY 

COMMUNION—5:30 PM! 

CELEBRATE JESUS’ BIRTHDAY WITH A POINSETTIA! 
Poinsettias certainly add color to our sanctuary during the 

Advent/Christmas season, and they truly enhance our worship and 

help us to praise God for the gift of His Son. Our family here at St. 

John’s has been so good about sharing the gift of a poinsettia for that 

very purpose to celebrate our Lord’s birth and to glorify Him in 

worship. 

 

If you wish to share a poinsettia--for your convenience, you may order from DeVoe 

Floral for a delivery by calling  815.369.5549.  You may also bring your own poinsettia. 

Please be sure to leave your name on your plant to help us with the count and if you 

wish to have it back after the Christmas season.  

 

You are invited to give your poinsettia in memory of a loved one or in thankfulness for 

God’s gift of Jesus to us. On the Sunday before Christmas Eve, we will publish a 

supplement to our worship folder listing all those who have shared a poinsettia and 

for whom it is in memory of. 

 

If you wish to share a poinsettia, please write your name and the name of person(s) 

for whom the plant or thank offering is in memory of on a piece of paper and place it 

in the secretary’s mailbox by Sunday, December 14th.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Family of St. John’s, 

Because our God gifted us salvation in Jesus, the greatest gift in the world, we too share 
good gifts all year round, but particularly at Christmas.  We desire for everyone in our 
communities to come to know our love for them in Jesus.  None of this would be 
possible at St. John’s without you. THANK YOU for all you do! 

We raise this topic, however, because 30% of all charitable giving in the U.S. happens in 
the final two months of the year, and 10% occurs in just the last three days.   

As we approach the end of the year, would you prayerfully consider connecting your 
generosity to God’s mission and vision at St. John’s?  

Please note the deadline for 2025 contributions is Dec 31.  Any contribution after that 
date will be recorded in 2026. 

Thank you again for your love, prayers, and support!  Your generosity helps us continue 
the ministry of Jesus Christ in our community, region, and beyond.  

In Christ’s Service, 

St. John’s Board of Finance 

 
 



BLAST and Week Day School Parents: 
We will begin practice for the Children’s Christmas Program on Wednesday, December 
3rd  @ 6pm and continue for the next two Wednesdays, December 10 and 17th. This is 
open to all First through Eighth Graders. Pre-K and K will practice their parts during 
Sunday School on Sunday mornings. We will meet in the sanctuary at 6p and be done 
by 7:30.  Children’s Christmas program will be held Sunday morning, December 21st in 
the late service. Miss Lisa will be teaching the program songs to the children on Sunday 
mornings during BLAST. If you have any questions, please contact Dave. 
 
FROM THE BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 
I AM RESPONSIBLE-A WISE REALIZATION-Keith Miller, the 
Christian writer, once wrote about how he came to tithe his 
income. He said it all began when he came to the realization 
that any money he had really belonged to God. Then he came to 
understand that he was responsible for taking care of money 
that came to him and to use it for God’s purposes. 
PERCENTAGE GIVING-When he came to that wise realization, he started pledging a 
particular percentage of his  income to God and God’s Church. At first it was only 2%. 
Starting that specific program, he confessed, brought great agony to him. Two 
percent seemed like an outrageous amount given his particular mindset at the time. 
Finally, however, he began to feel that maybe those who tithed were really exhibiting 
more seriousness about stewardship than was he. After Keith made that conclusion, 
he began to increase his giving bit by bit until he reached his goal a full 10% tithe. 
And what was the final result of this struggle concerning his giving? Here is what he 
wrote: . “God did bless me through giving, but not by making me wealthy. Instead God 
made me more comfortable with what I had.”  
YOUR COMFORT LEVEL-Surely that is a wise realization for which each of us should 
strive: An acceptable comfort level in our giving and with what we have. 
 

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS 
Advent Devotional material is available in the Narthex on the table. Adult devotional 

booklets are on the left, and Children’s booklets entitled “Preparing for Jesus” are on 

the right. Advent calendars for Nursery through 5 grade are available from BLAST 

teachers in the classrooms. 

 



CHRISTMAS SERVICES SIGNUP 

Can you believe we are only a month away from Christmas? We 

will be celebrating our Lord and Savior’s birth with two services 

on Christmas Eve at 3:30 and 5:30pm and 9:00am on Christmas 

Day. Help is needed! We are looking for people to help out at 

each service for Greeting, Ushering, Video, Sound, and Acolytes. 

If you are able to help, in any way, we have placed signup sheets 

on the office window for your use. 

 

JUST IN CASE, CHURCH ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED BECAUSE 

OF BAD WEATHER… 

In the event of severe weather conditions, activities will be cancelled. We will do a 

phone call out and will attempt to get cancellations put on the WBGR—93.7 and 

WFPS—92.1. If in doubt, please call the church office or one of the staff. 

SNOW TEAMS 

We are most grateful for the people who serve on our snow teams, 

keeping sidewalks clean, shoveling in front of the bus garage, and 

making sure they stay ahead of the snowfalls. Each snow team 

accepts responsibility for a week (Sunday through Saturday) of 

snow shoveling. You will see some of them at church long before 

sunrise and others working late at night and anywhere in between the sun and the 

moon. Give the guys (and gals) a heart-felt thanks—there are over 40 of them who 

brave the cold and the snow! It takes much labor and stamina to keep it all clean 

during services. 

SNOWTEAMS LIST HAS BEEN CREATED and reminders will be texted or 

called the week prior. Winter appears to be here. If you see your name on the 

schedule and need to make a change of any sort, please the call the office and 

let us know. Otherwise we will assume you can help where you are scheduled. 

Thanks so much for serving this way. 

 



2026 FLOWER CHART SIGN UP 
The new 2026 Flower Chart is now on the bulletin board in the 

Narthex Please take a couple of minutes to reserve a time when 

you would like to provide altar flowers this coming year.  This 

important ministry decorates our Altar for worship each Sunday 

and gives glory to God for all His blessings in Jesus. 

 

CHURCH BUDGET 
The Church Budget is not just about money, but about mission and ministry as we 

reach out in Jesus’ name. It is up to each one of us to examine our priorities when it 

comes to our involvement and giving in supporting this mission and ministry. Please 

pray about your participation and support of what St. John’s is doing in 2026. We are 

the Church! The Lord blesses those who put Him first. Our Budget Year runs the 

calendar year, January through December. 

 

REMEMBERING OUR COLLEGE STUDENTS :   We were able to send off our first 

care package to our college students thanks to your generosity.  It was such a 

wonderful collection of goodies that we are sure they will enjoy for days to 

come as they slave over their studies.  It will be such a blessing if you can 

continue to help us with this collection.  Keep in mind the holiday seasons 

coming up. Below is a list of suggestions: 

Goldfish     

Life Savers 

Reese’s 

Cheetos 

Gum 

Pringles 

Mentos 

M&M’s 

Peanuts 

Gift Cards—McDonald’s, Starbuck’s, 

Subway and the likes 

Candy 

Cookies 

Beef Sticks 

Packets that just need water added like “to-go” drinks, mac & cheese, Ramen noodles 

Cheese and cracker packets, individual packets of just about anything!!! 

If you have any questions, please talk to Brenda Offermann or Fawn Nolan.  There is a 

collection container in the Narthex area for you to place your love donations.  Thank you in 

advance!   

 



2025 BEEF & NOODLE DINNER AND BAZAAR 
Beef and Noodle Dinner: The Dinner was successful and very well attended. 759 
meals were prepared: 218 dine-in meals were served, 380 meals were packaged for 
delivery and carry-out orders, and 161 meals were distributed to drive-thru 
individuals.  The profit from the day’s activities was $11,125. 
Noodle Making:  385 pounds of noodles were produced; 88 lbs. for the beef and 
noodles and 297 for sale during and after the Bazaar.  The noodles were made with 
joy and laughter by 40 individuals during six Monday sessions. All the noodles have 
been purchased. 
Volunteers: In addition to the 40 noodle makers, over 100 individuals were involved 
at various times from Saturday through Tuesday to make the event happen.  The 
amount of  help on Tuesday was fantastic.  Additionally, numerous people assisted  
with food, supplies, and monetary donations.  The crafters, the bakers, and the candy 
makers also did an awesome job.  A huge thank you to all of you!  This event wasn’t 
remotely possible without each one of you!! And a special thank you to those 
individuals who helped or donated for the first time.   

 

THE BOARD OF FINANCE 

 ---THE LAST DAY TO RECEIVE CREDIT IN 2025 
FOR OFFERINGS IS DECEMBER 31, 2025. 
Anything received in 2026 is credited to the year 2026. 

FISCAL YEAR END RECEIPT / BILL REQUEST 
The end of the church’s fiscal year will be December 31st.  Please have all receipts 
and/or bills that should be applied to the 2025 fiscal year to Peggy Murphy by Friday, 
January 2, 2026. This will ensure proper entry to the correct fiscal year and timely 
financials to the Board of Finance and Council. Thank you!!  
 
CHRISTMAS UN-DECORATING 
Will be Saturday, January 10th. What goes up, must come down. It’s never as much fun 
to undecorate as it is to decorate but none-the-less, it must be done. Please help.         
We will begin at 9:00 am and be done before 12:00 Noon. If we can all pitch in, it may 
even go faster.  Sign up on the Office window!   
 

 



 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
Another year of Operation Christmas Child in the books! We packed 
301 shoeboxes with the help of 42 kids and 31 adults! We pray that 
the love from our St. John’s family helps warm the hearts of children, 
families, and communities around the world! May they feel and 
learn of the promise and “Good News, Great Joy” of their Lord and 

Savior. To date, St. John’s has packed almost 2,500 boxes! GOD IS SO GOOD! Again, THANK 
YOU to the gracious hearts of many for all the donations to make this possible! Stay tuned 
to hear what country/countries our shoeboxes go! 

 

CURRENT NEEDS FOR THE STEPHENSON COUNTY VA PANTRY 
Current needs for the Stephenson County VA Pantry as stock is very low. 
Men's Body Wash 
Shampoo & Conditioner 
Laundry Soap 
Hand soap 

Cans of soups  
Cans tuna 
Pop Tarts 

Also, gift cards will be accepted for gas and/or food.     We have seen an increase in the 
number of veterans asking for food vouchers due to the snap program. 
Any pantry items will be gladly accepted. 
Donations can be brought to the Lena American Legion Home on Saturdays from 10:00 
to 11:00 at 316 W. Main St., Lena.  Donations are greatly appreciated.  This list is 
immediate needs; however other items will always be accepted. 
Questions call 815-369-4684 or Deb Holmes at  815-233-5284. 
 

CHRISTMAS LOVE ENVELOPES 
Most of our local members were included in a mailing for the Christmas Love 
Offering that has become customary here at St. John’s. In the past, we have at times 
put these envelopes in your mailbox in the narthex. We discovered that there is also 
an envelope marked Christmas Love in your regular contribution envelope packets 
which some of you use on a regular basis. You are free to use either envelope for 
your Christmas Love offering   

 

 



Cider Wassail 

2 quarts apple cider 
1-1/2 cups orange juice 
3/4 cup pineapple juice 
1 tablespoon brown sugar 

1/2 teaspoon lemon juice 
2 cinnamon sticks (3 inches) 
Dash ground cinnamon 
Dash ground cloves 

In a large saucepan, combine all of the ingredients. Bring to a boil. Reduce 
heat; cover and simmer for 20-30 minutes. Discard cinnamon sticks. Serve hot in 
mugs. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Apple-Cranberry Stuffing Ingredients 

• 1 (16-oz.) loaf dense country 

white bread, cubed (about 14 

cups) 

• 3/4 cup salted butter 

• 2 medium onions, chopped 

• 4 stalks celery, chopped 

• 3 small Gala apples, chopped 

• 1 tsp. dried sage 

• 1 tsp. dried thyme 

• 1/2 tsp. kosher salt 

• 4 cups low-sodium chicken         

broth 

• 1 cup dried cranberries 

• 1 cup fresh parsley, chopped 

Directions 

•  
1. Spread out the bread cubes on 2 baking sheets, loosely cover, and let 

dry out for 24 to 48 hours.  

2. When you're ready to cook, preheat the oven to 375°F.  

3. In a large Dutch oven, melt the butter over medium heat. Add the onion 

and celery and cook, stirring occasionally, until the onions begin to 

soften, about 5 minutes. Add the apples and cook, stirring occasionally, 

until they begin to soften, about 5 minutes more. Add the sage, thyme, 

and salt, and stir to combine.  

4. Add 3 1/2 cups of broth to the Dutch oven. Bring it to a simmer and cook 

until the apples are just tender, 6 to 7 minutes. Remove from the heat. 

Add the dried cranberries, then stir in the bread cubes and toss until the 

bread is evenly soaked, adding the remaining 1/2 cup of broth, if needed. 

Stir in the parsley. 

5. Transfer to a 13-by-9-inch baking dish. Bake, uncovered, until golden 

brown and crisp on top, 35 to 40 minutes. Let rest for 20 minutes before 

serving. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


