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Divine Service    •    July 27 & 28, 2024 

 
As We Gather 

Sometimes the brightness of the day we are experiencing can affect how we 

perceive the space in which we are worshiping. A bright, sunny day can lift our 

spirits; a dark, cloudy day can have the opposite effect. Throughout the pages of 

Scriptures, God is associated with brightness and light. His setting of the rainbow 

in the heavens, recorded in the book of Genesis, is a symbol of God’s promises to 

His faithful people. Images mentioned in our hymns also attest to the powerful 

brightness of God, as in “O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright” (LSB 874), written by 

Ambrose of Milan in the fourth century. Whether a day has sunny skies or dull 

clouds or even rainbows, the very presence of God among us brings an eternal 

brightness to our time of worship. 

 

 

Chimes and Prelude 

 

Please Stand 

Opening Hymn     “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”    (LSB 809)
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Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866–1960 

Tune: William M. Runyan, 1870–1957 

Text and Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

Invocation and Call to Worship       

 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen.  

 

P  Hear my prayer, O Lord; give ear to my pleas for mercy! 

C  Enter not into judgment with Your servant, for no one living is righteous 

before You. 

 

P Let me hear in the morning of Your steadfast love, for in You I trust. Make me 

know the way I should go, for to You I lift up my soul. 

C Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God! Let Your good Spirit lead 

me on level ground! 
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P The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 

love. 

C O The Lord is good to all, and His mercy is over all that He has made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 

P It is good and right that we should make confession of our sins. The section 

on confession in the Small Catechism informs and directs us with these 

words, which summarizes it well. 

C Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, 

that we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from 

God Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are 

forgiven before God in heaven. 

 

P Humble yourselves, then, before God, confess your sins to Him, and implore 

His forgiveness. 

C O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and penitent sinner, 

confess to You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your present and eternal punishment. By nature 

I am a sinful creature. By thought, word, and deed I have continually 

transgressed Your law. For the sake of the sufferings and death of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a penitent and 

contrite being. Forgive me all my sins and grant me the power of Your 

Holy Spirit that I may amend my sinful life. 

 

P God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith. 

C Amen. 

 

P As you believe, so let it be. As a called and ordained servant Christ and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Please Be Seated 

 

Old Testament Reading       Genesis 9:8-17  
8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 9 “I now establish my covenant 

with you and with your descendants after you 10 and with every living 

creature that was with you—the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, 

all those that came out of the ark with you—every living creature on 

earth. 11 I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be 

destroyed by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to 

destroy the earth.” 
12 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and 

you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to 

come: 13 I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the 

covenant between me and the earth. 14 Whenever I bring clouds over the 

earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds, 15 I will remember my 

covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never 

again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life. 16 Whenever the 

rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting 

covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on the earth.” 
17 So God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant I have established 

between me and all life on the earth.” 

 

Epistle        Ephesians 3:14-21  
 

14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven 

and on earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may 

strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that 

Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being 

rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the 

Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the 

love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you 

may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 
20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 

according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the 

church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! 

Amen. 
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Hymn     “Jesus Loves Me”        LSB 588 (sts. 1 ref, 2) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820–1915, alt. 

Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Please Stand 

Holy Gospel            Mark 6:45-56 
 

45 Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him 

to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46 After leaving them, he went up 

on a mountainside to pray. 
47 Later that night, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on 

land. 48 He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was 

against them. Shortly before dawn he went out to them, walking on the lake. 

He was about to pass by them, 49 but when they saw him walking on the lake, 

they thought he was a ghost. They cried out, 50 because they all saw him and 

were terrified. 
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Immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be 

afraid.” 51 Then he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died 

down. They were completely amazed, 52 for they had not understood about 

the loaves; their hearts were hardened. 
53 When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret and anchored 

there. 54 As soon as they got out of the boat, people recognized Jesus. 55 They 

ran throughout that whole region and carried the sick on mats to wherever 

they heard he was. 56 And wherever he went—into villages, towns or 

countryside—they placed the sick in the marketplaces. They begged him to 

let them touch even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched it were 

healed. 

 

Catechism – The Second Article 

 

P We have begun our worship this day in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. Let us speak together the words of the Apostles’ 

Creed regarding the Second Person of the Holy Trinity. 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 

 

P What does this mean? 

C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from 

eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, 

who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and 

won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not 

with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His 

innocent suffering and death, 

that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him 

in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, 

just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 

 

This is most certainly true. 
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Please Be Seated 

 

Sermon Hymn  “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me”        LSB 715 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Edward Hopper, 1818–88 
Tune: John E. Gould, 1822–75 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon    “Out of the Destruction . . . HOPE” – Genesis 9:8-17       Rev. Jason Shaw 

 

1) God makes the covenant. 

2) God provides a sign of hope in his bow. 

3) But this is not the only sign God provides in order to bring comfort and 

peace to our troubled hearts and minds. 

4) … HOPE! 
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Responsive Hymn   “Savior, I Follow On”     TLH 422 (stz. 1) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Charles S. Robinson, 1829–99 

Tune: Joseph Barnby, 1838–96 

Text and Tube: Public domain 

 

Offering (Please place in the Box located in the Narthex) 

 

Children’s Message 

Prayers of the Church 

 

 P  Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray 

with me as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us. 

 

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children 

on earth, and grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and 

all the world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the 

fervent love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false 
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doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and 

profaned. Lord, in Your mercy, 

 C  hear our prayer. 

 

 P  May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and 

those who are blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be 

increased. Lord, in Your mercy, 

 C  hear our prayer. 

 

 P  Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in 

death, in the midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills may 

be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your 

merciful hands we commend [name(s)] and all who are in need, praying 

for them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy, 

 C  hear our prayer. 

 

 P  Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and 

help us trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 

 C  hear our prayer. 

 

 P  Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that 

our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before 

You, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

 C  hear our prayer. 

 

 P  Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to 

subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome 

the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy, 

 C  hear our prayer. 

 

 P  And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and 

soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 

 C  hear our prayer. 

 

 P  We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 C  Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer         LSB 179 

 P  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

     as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

   forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn  “In Christ Alone” 

 

Verse 1 

In Christ alone my hope is found 

He is my light my strength my song 

This Cornerstone this solid Ground 

Firm through the fiercest drought and 

storm 

What heights of love what depths of 

peace 

When fears are stilled when strivings 

cease 

My Comforter my All in All 

Here in the love of Christ I stand 

 

Verse 2 

In Christ alone who took on flesh 

Fullness of God in helpless babe 

This gift of love and righteousness 

Scorned by the ones He came to save 

Till on that cross as Jesus died 

The wrath of God was satisfied 

For every sin on Him was laid 

Here in the death of Christ I live 

 

Verse 3 

There in the ground His body lay 

Light of the world by darkness slain 

Then bursting forth in glorious Day 

Up from the grave He rose again 

And as He stands in victory 

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 

For I am His and He is mine 

Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

 

Verse 4 

No guilt in life no fear in death 

This is the power of Christ in me 

From life's first cry to final breath 

Jesus commands my destiny 

No power of hell no scheme of man 

Can ever pluck me from His hand 

Till He returns or calls me home 

Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 

 
Keith Getty, Stuart Townend. CCLI Song #3350395 © 2001 Thankyou Music. For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of 

Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. CCLI License #264955 

http://www.ccli.com/
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Benediction                  

 

P  The eternal grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the steadfast love of God 

the Father and the blessed communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C  Amen. 

 

Silent Prayer: Jesus, bring us to the joy and happiness of heaven where You are. 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 
All hymns unless otherwise noted are Public Domain. 
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